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Text: Alex Yu Photography: Courtesy of Marcel Lam and The Luk Hoi Tong Company

At one of the busiest junctions in Hong Kong, vibrant street
scenes from the repaved passageway of Theatre Lane reflect on the
transparent folding facade of the LHT Tower, reminiscent of the
fleeting moving images from the now-demolished Queen’s Theatre

Escalators at the entrance adjacent
to the glass curtain walls
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n Hong Kong's always busy, always heaving Central,
commuters exit the MTR station between street
stalls to find the slanted folds of LHT Tower's
curtain walls subtly referencing the theatre drapes

of the now long-gone Queen’s Theatre. “With a

widening canopy and transparent shielded fagade, the

expanded public space was envisioned like an European

plaza,” says Darrell Chan, executive director of The Luk Hoi
Tong Company.

The company’s founders, Chan Fu Cheung and his
father Chan Yam Kwok — supporters of Sun Yat-sen — are
remembered in this chapter of local history as statues in the
lobby. Back in the day, the Queen’s Theatre saw exquisite
Art Deco motifs from an arched entrance to the intricate
sculpted fagade. Proudly housing the Savoy Restaurant and
the first air-conditioned cinema in Hong Kong, the site’s
popularity and prestige were evident with its own
publication, Queen’s Theatre Weekly.

A brown-glass Luk Hoi Tong Building was introduced
during the 1958 office redevelopment by one of the most
industrious local architects at the time — Chu Pin from
Kwan, Chu and Yang. Erected on a mere 975 sq-m
construction site besides a widened, pedestrianised
pavement on a gentle slope, it combined a three-level
cinema and underground floors of shops and restaurants.

Together with the adjacent Tak Shing Building, also by
the same architect, these two marvels boasted fast lifts and
the latest glass technologies, given the first glass-curtain
building was only completed in the US in 1952. This 12-
storey office block went on to witness countless dramas
from streetwise shoe polishers to a political activist dressed
as Spiderman, unlawfully occupying its outdoor screen.

Clockwise from top Iright The lift lobby by DCM Studios e Original
Queen’s Theatre fagade design of 1925 e The neighbouring
streetscape surrounding the colonial architecture
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As the closing credits of Lust Caution
rolled in 2007— the last film screened at
Queen’s Theatre — a redevelopment plan
foresaw the site reincarnated as a Grade-A
mixed-use commercial block. Completed in
November 2011, timely supply of office
space and introduction of duplex shops for
retail brands replaced exposed pipework and
a blank backdrop with transparent curtain
walls opposite luxurious, vertically
proportioned limestone.

“The passageway gets lots of traffic every
day and you cannot shut down the street,”
explains Chan, recalling the challenges of
the construction process. “During the
design process, we collaborated closely with
neighbouring buildings on Theatre Lane to
work out the final design for government
approval.”

Conceived by Rocco Design Architects,
LHT Tower combines 21 office floors and six
retail storeys, including a foyer by DCM
Studios. “The main lift lobby on the first floor
was inspired by some of the decorative motifs
of the former theatre’s interiors, and in
general, some elements of mid-century
Modernist cinema interior design,” says Chan.

Its certified HK BEAM ECO Building
Platinum rating encompasses double-glazed
glass insulation units of high-performance
low-E coatings, energy-efficient features from
water conservation devices and sanitary
fitments, as well as a Schindler’s Miconic 10
lift control system — better coordinated
vertical circulation promises faster travel
times and significant energy savings.

The theatrical quality of this heritage site
is not only revitalised through the ribbed
facade wall to maximise natural lighting, but
also with intricate light arrangements best
experienced at night. Red, green and blue
floor lights gather at the feet of the entrance
as visitors are swept along by escalators
illuminated by a sleek, long strip light. Chan
compared the glamour of the 1960s
masterpieces by Le Corbusier and Herman
Miller to the vertical bronze detailing of the
backlit screen at the main lobby —
resembling the glowing lantern for the
backlit screen, according to DCM Studios
managing director James Gibson.

Despite the timeless beauty of such
design classics, Chan says a commercial
building such as this will need to evolve
through time as the needs, demands and
image of its tenants change — ensuring its
longevity over the decades.
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LH.T Tower by Rocco Design Architects .
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The street view of the theatrical
glass curtain walls
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